EDITORIAL 


CARLA 


a 
disaster 


and 


a 
victory 


One of the most sustained and powerful hur- 
ricanes ever to strike the Texas coastline left in 
its wake at once a grievous natural disaster and a 
gratifying man-made victory. 


The disaster encompassed the loss in human lives, 
the tremendous losses in property and crops, and 
untold millions of dollars in damage to the Texas 
Highway System. 


The victory was achieved by the Texas highway 
network, providing the means by which a staggering 
total of some 500,000 men, women, and children 
escaped from an area of extreme peril to safety— 
and by the men of the Texas Highway Department 
who worked around the clock to keep the highways 
open for those who wanted to leave, and for those 
who soon began to return. 


By the time Hurricane Carla struck the Texas 
coast near Port Lavaca on September I1, the storm 
had driven before it half a million people. It was the 
greatest mass exodus from a natural disaster in the 
history of the United States—and it was an un- 
qualified success as these 500,000 people used Tex- 


as highways as avenues of escape. 


The mass evacuation was carried out under the 
most trying weather conditions with high winds and 
heavy rains hampering the movement of traffic; yet 
not a single traffic fatality was reported during the 
period when practically the entire population of 
many sections of the Gulf Coast fled threatened 
homes for safety inland. In a time of emergency 
which might easily have become a time of catas- 
trophe, the highway network stood up to the test. 


Carla furnished the urgent impetus for the most 
extensive ''dry run" (if it could be called dry) of 
a mass evacuation that could be expected outside 
of an all-out nuclear attack on this nation, and in 


the process a powerful vindication of the adequacy 
of Texas highways in such an emergency was clearly 
scored. Without an adequate highway system to 
carry massive loads of hurricane-fleeing traffic, the 
death toll of Carla could have been horrifying. 


The role of highways in the over-all picture of 
national defense was severely tested, and Texas 
highways have passed that test with gratifying 
SUCCESS. 


If Carla was a severe test of the highway sys- 
tem, it was also a test of the men of the Texas 
Highway Department. During the dangerous period 
while the hurricane was actually assaulting the Tex- 
as coast, maintenance crews were out in the driving 
rains staking roads—marking flooding highways with 
stakes so that motorists would not run off the road; 
erecting barricades ‘to keep traffic from entering 
flooded underpasses or sections of highway, or 
washed-out creek bridges; clearing drainage struc- 
tures to help carry floodwaters away; flagging 
traffic in person at many barricades because flares 
would not burn in the torrential rains or were 
washed away. 


In the immediate wake of Carla, with the entire 
disaster relief program depending on the ability 
to move over the highways, Highway Department 
crews continued to work around the clock. Trouble- 
shooting maintenance crews fanned out over the 
coastal area as fast as floodwaters receded to de- 
termine the condition of highways and bridges, and 
to direct traffic onto the safest roads. A massive 
clean-up job was begun, clearing debris from high- 
ways and roadsides. 


Information on road conditions throughout the 
disaster area was provided to the public by the 
Travel and Information Division at the Austin office. 
Some 1,854 telephone calls were handled in four 
days, and thirteen press releases were issued for 
public information relating to the hurricane. 


All highways not actually under water or so 
damaged that they presented a traffic hazard were 
opened quickly to permit fast movement of civil- 
defense and disaster-relief personnel until the area 
could be rehabilitated adequately to allow the 
temporarily homeless to return from points of ref- 
uge all over the state. 


Like the highway system itself, field personnel of 
the Texas Highway Department stood fast to the 
fury of Hurricane Carla—a storm whose violence 
matched its name. It will be long remembered, but 
the memory of highway and human victory will out- 
live the memory of Nature's disaster. 
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*She lived up to her name this 
time, which—in a book of names 
and their meanings—is defined 
_as “strong.” 


A man searches for his belongings 
in what was once his home in Gal- 
veston. 


It was Sunday night, September 10, 
and the three men had been standing 
watch at the west end of the new La- 
vaca Bay Causeway since three that 
afternoon. High winds from Hurri- 
cane Carla had hit Port Lavaca Sat- 
urday night and forced the closing of 
the old causeway. Now the new cause- 
way had been barricaded as a safety 
measure. 

Herman Schneider, Skilled Laborer 
from Port Lavaca, had seen many 
storms in the twenty years he had 
lived there but this fury whipping 
around him now was worse than any- 
thing he could remember. Schneider, 
Albert Schoener, Patrolman, and 
Maintenance Foreman Milton J. 
Turk had to see that the “Road 
Closed” signs stayed up and keep 
motorists off the bridges. But now the 
winds were gusting to almost 90 
miles per hour, making it almost im- 
possible to stand up, and it looked as 
if it were time to head for the Cal- 
houn County courthouse where storm 
operations had been set up. 

The three men piled into their new 
pickup truck and headed for town. 
‘Turk had the accelerator all the way 
to the floor and the truck was barely 
moving at 20 miles per hour against 
the hurricane winds. But they made it 
safely and spent the next two days in 
the courthouse. 

Schneider said there were two men 
in the courthouse whose wind gauges 
had registered 200 and 213 miles per 
hour before the gauges were knocked 
out of commission. But the men de- 
cided not to report the readings, feel- 
ing no one would believe them. 

Senior Resident Engineer J. M. Ry- 
lander rode out the storm at his home 
in Victoria. He said the full fury of 
the hurricane reached its peak be- 
tween two and three o'clock Monday 
afternoon. About twenty minutes past 
three the winds began to subside and 
in ten minutes there was a dead calm, 


Five large houses were left on S. 
H. 35 near the Palacios city limits. 
Three are pictured in the back- 
ground, and there is one behind the 
photographer. Foundations for 
these houses were at least a hun- 
dred yards away. 


Rylander said. This was the eye of 
the storm. During the lull the air was 
filled with small blackbirds and 
thousands of dragon flies. What 
looked like a pink flamingo landed in 
Rylander’s yard, apparently seeking 
respite from the battering storm. ‘The 
bird rested for awhile and then flew 
off. 

Rylander wasted no time as the eye 
of the hurricane passed over Port 
Lavaca. He went out to the new 
causeway and made high-water marks 
on the bridge and approaches. ‘The 
tide had already begun to drop. At 
this time no one knew the eye of the 
storm was passing over Port Lavaca, 
but by simple calculations Rylander 
knew they had been in the middle of 
it by six o’clock that evening. The 
weather bureau reported Carla was 
moving at ten miles per hour and the 
eye was approximately 30 miles in 
diameter. Rylander said the still, hot, 
humid conditions lasted about two 
and a half hours before the winds 
started to gust again from a different 
direction. ‘This meant that the eye 
portion passing over Port Lavaca was 
at least 25 miles across. 

There was nothing for the highway 
men to do now but sit tight and ride 
out the storm. 

Fifty miles away at Bay City, main- 
tenance crews were working through 
most of the storm. 


A. R. Cady, Skilled Laborer who 


Looking like blades of grass 
stepped on by some giant, all steel 
sign posts at the intersection of 
S. H. 35 and U. S. 87 right outside 
of Port Lavaca were bent to the 
ground by winds reaching 173 miles 
per hour. 


serves as radio operator at the Bay 
City maintenance building, kept the 
radio going during the storm, relay- 
ing messages from the maintenance 
foreman to the Houston office and 
keeping in touch with the mainte- 
nance men. It was Monday afternoon 
and Cady had been at the radio since 
Sunday. As winds reached their full 
force, the top half of the radio tower 
buckled and fell, narrowly missing 
the corner of the building where Cady 
was sitting. When the tower crum- 
pled, range of the radio dropped to 
only about five miles. It wasn’t until 
the following day when some of the 
men moved the antenna to the high- 
est point on the broken tower that 
Cady could contact the Houston office 
and notify them of road conditions in 
the Bay City area. 

From Corpus Christi to Port Ar- 
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Huge 150-ton slabs on the new Lavaca Bay Cause- 
way were picked up and tossed around by the 
high tides of Hurricane Carla. Only slabs near 
each end were damaged and only those on the 


south side nearest the Gulf. 


thur it was the same story. Men of 
the ‘Texas Highway Department had 
been working since Saturday taking 
all necessary precautions to make sure 
the highways were safe for those leay- 
ing the coastal area to escape Hurri- 
cane Carla. Milton ‘Turk’s hours dur- 
ing the storm were typical for most 
of the men: four hours sleep Satur- 
day night, no sleep Sunday night, four 
hours sleep Monday night, and one 
meal in 24 hours. Men flagging traffic 
were red eyed from lack of sleep— 
some had been working for two 
straight days—but they were always 
patient and courteous to people stop- 
ping to ask directions or about road 
conditions. 

On ‘Tuesday morning as Carla 
passed inland, district offices were 
flooded with telephone calls. Every- 
one wanted to know highway condi- 
tions along the coast, and switch- 
board operators were able to keep the 
public informed of conditions on an 
hourly basis as maintenance foremen 


All of the roadbed on the Caran- 
cahua Bay bridge was swept away. 
A new bridge is proposed at an 
estimated cost of $717,000. 
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used the radio system to let the dis- 
trict office know how the cleanup was 
progressing. 

In the Port Arthur and Galveston 
areas alone an estimated 150,000 resi- 
dents fled inland during the week 
end. At least five highways leading 
from Port Arthur were filled with 
cars three lanes deep, in some cases 
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About seven of the slabs on the Lavaca Bay 
Causeway were displaced from three to six feet 
during the storm. The two north lanes on the 
causeway were still open to traffic early Tues- 
day morning. 


stretching almost twenty miles, bump- 
er to bumper. On Saturday the high- 
ways between Beaumont and Lufkin 
were jammed with evacuees. Sunday 
and Monday the grassy shoulders and 
right of way along U. S. 290 as far 
inland as Austin looked like one vast 
unmade bed. Hundreds of people 
were asleep on both sides of the high- 


way and in the rest areas (roadside 
parks) grownups were stretched out 
on picnic tables while children were 
curled in blankets on the barbecue 
pits. 4 

Highway personnel along the coast 
had been given permission to evacu- 
ate with their families if they wanted 
to and some of the men did leave, 
traveling as far inland as Tyler. Ed- 
ward Ottis, Lab Assistant in the resi- 
dent engineer’s office in Bay City, 
could not leave. His wife was expect- 
ing at any time and the doctor would 
not permit her to travel. 

Senior Resident Engineer Omer 
Poorman stayed in his Bay City office 
and fought to keep it from flooding 
under the rains being blown horizon- 
tally in the 135-mile-per-hour wind. 
As soon as the hurricane subsided, he 
began to locate as many of his men as 
he could to help the maintenance 
crews. Other inland offices along the 
coast were doing the same, rounding 
up men and equipment to help clear 
the coastal roads. 

Patrolman Robert J. Seawright, 
bridge tender at Copano Bay, stayed 
with his bridge until Sunday night. 
He said, “When the water got over 
those steel guide plates where you can 
usually see six feet sticking above the 
water and the bridge began to shud- 
der, I thought it was about time to 
leave.” Damage to the bridge was 
comparatively light. The gate that 
drops down to hold motor traffic 
while boats are passing was broken 
off; cables holding the piling where 
water traffic passes were broken, al- 
lowing the guides to sway in the 
water; and the staircase leading under 
the bridge was torn off along with a 
platform holding two butane tanks. 

As the storm passed, Department 
maintenance crews came in immedi- 
ately behind Carla to open roads for 
civil defense officials, Salvation Army, 
and Red Cross rescue workers. The 
maintenance men aided telephone- 


This is all that is left of the bascule 
drawbridge on the old Lavaca Bay 
causeway. Only small sections of 
the old bridge were left standing 
after Carla passed directly over 
this spot. 


J. M. Rylander (left), and W. A. King, Senior Resident Engineers, Vic- 
toria, check damage near the east end of the Lavaca Bay Causeway. 
Tides were still running six feet higher than normal, making it impossible 
to inspect damage to superstructure. 


One of the small sections of the old Lavaca Bay Causeway left intact 
after the storm. 


Three small boats were caught up in Carla's 
caprices, then abandoned on U. S. 181 north of 
the Corpus Christi high bridge. 
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Russell Wylie (left) and Fred Tischler help move 
one of the boats off U. S. 181 in a quick move to 
reopen the road early Tuesday. 


Power-company crews come in quickly and restore 
much-needed electricity. 
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Another of the three small boats deposited on 
U. S. 181 north of the Corpus Christi high bridge 
has been towed fo the right of way. 
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Robert J. Seawright, bridge tender at Copano 
Bay, explains how high tides and gusting winds 
finally forced him to abandon the bridge. 


A roadblock on S. H. 35 near Port Lavaca keeps 
sightseers and possible looters out of the area. 
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A National Guardsman contacts headquarters 
about road conditions ahead. This was one of the 
barricades in downtown Corpus Christi. 


Maintenance crews harvest a crop of grass, cacti, 
boards, bottles, tires, and boats on U. S. 181 near 
Corpus Christi. 


This ferry was swept over a twelve-foot wall and 
onto S. H. 35 in Port Lavaca. 
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Fifteen cows and calves were cleared from S. H. 
35 near the Carancahua Bay crossing by fast- 
moving maintenance men. 


Hundreds of Highway Department men worked 
shoulder to shoulder across the miles to keep the 
highway system operating smoothly. 


Three large boats were carried a half mile inland 
and left on S. H. 316 near Port Lavaca. 
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visitation of the storm. 


company crews in getting to the tele- 
phone poles that had been snapped 
like matchsticks, knocking out nearly 
all telephone communications with 
the coast. Crews from the power com- 
panies, gas companies, and sanitation 
engineers also were able to start res- 
toration of their facilities as Highway 


Department men made the roads pass- 


Debris-littered beaches bear witness to the 


Maintenance men straighten signs at the in- 


tersection of U. §. 77 and 59 in Victoria. 


able for them. 

At Port’ Layaca.aas 
maintenance crews started early ‘Tues- 
day morning clearing the boats, pieces 


everywhere, 


of houses, and dead animals from the 
highways. One of the strangest sights 
to greet the cleanup crews was that 
of a dead cow hanging by its horns 
from the railing of the new causeway. 


And in downtown Port Lavaca on 
S. H. 238 and 35, corrugated iron 
barns, boats, and other debris were 
being bulldozed aside. An air force 
ferry, used to transport vehicles and 
men to Matagorda Island, was left 
on the edge of S. H. 35 in the down- 
town area. On S. H. 316, fivevmules 
south of Port Lavaca, three boats 
ranging from 20 to 40 feet in length 
were left on the road by the high 
tides. At that point the road is ap- 
proximately a half mile from the bay, 
which attests to the fury of the storm. 

The roadbed of the bridge on Ca- 
rancahua Bay was completely washed 
away and most of the piling displaced. 
Estimated cost to rebuild the bridge 
and approaches is $707,000. Just west 
of the washed-out bridge fifteen dead 
cows and calves on S. H. 35 had been 
pushed from the road by fast-moving 
maintenance crews. 

Men from the Bay City office had 
flooded the pontoon bridge across 
the Intracoastal Canal on F. M. 457 


When the gusting winds reached 
their full fury Monday afternoon, 
this radio tower in Bay City buck- 
led and fell, narrowly missing the 
corner where the radio operator 
was sitting. This cut communica- 
tion with the Houston office until 
the following day when the anten- 
na was placed at the top of the 
portion left standing. 


of floodwaters. 


south of Sargent as early as Saturday. 
It was raised after the storm passed 
and floodwaters receded. 

Emergency power systems used to 
operate the radios in each district 
stood up to the test. Only minor diff- 
culties were reported in the Corpus 
Christi district but they were soon 
cleared and everything was operating 
smoothly. 

At Palacios the big problem was 
what to do with five large houses left 
on S. H. 35 near the city limits. The 
high tides had carried some of the 
homes as far as 100 yards. A sixth 
home was left about 30 yards from 
the highway. 

Everywhere were signs of the un- 
believable winds. Road signs at the 


Cars on S. H. 35 on the Guadalupe River just 
north of Tivoli made their way through the 
tops of trees downed by the force of Carla. 


Several miles of S. H. 111 between Midfields 
and Edna were under from three to six inches 


water. 


Wtersection, Ob o,.512, 55 and .Ue 9) Oy 
near Port Lavaca looked like blades 
of grass stepped on by some giant, 
with the steel pipes bent over and 
almost touching the ground. Life 
jackets hung on barbed-wire fences 
along S. H. 35 at Palacios; refrigera- 
tors and cold-storage boxes were 
washed inland; clothes, bottles, cans, 
and broken glass were everywhere. 
And permeating all—the stench that 
always accompanies flooding. To go 
along with all this, the maintenance 
crews had to be on the alert for rat- 
tlesnakes which had moved inland 
en masse to escape the rising waters. 

Next to the loss of the bridge on 
Carancahua Bay, damage sustained by 
the new Lavaca Bay Causeway was 


Two days after Carla hit the Texas coast, parts 
of F. M. 616 on Carancahua Creek were under 


one of the most costly. Seven of the 
150-ton precast slabs were torn from 
their mountings, picked up and tossed 
three to six feet. Some of the slabs 
were jammed against those bolted on 
the north side and broke off large 
pieces, exposing the reinforcing steel. 
Fortunately, all the damage was to the 
south-side slabs, which allowed traffic 
to flow on the two north lanes by 
early ‘Tuesday morning. Repairs will 
cost approximately $117,000. ‘The 
brand-new $5 million causeway was 
formally dedicated less than three 
months ago. 

A half mile of the flexible base on 
the east-end approach to the bridge 
was left to allow traffic onto the north 
lanes only. Approaches were expected 


At the intersection of S. H. 288 and 332, a man 
transfers possessions from row boat fo trailer. 
His home is about 200 yards down 332. 
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Engineers were on the job Tuesday morning, 
ready to pick up and start over. Damages 
are surveyed, and estimates of loss pre- 


pared. 


to be completed in October and the 
new causeway opened permanently, 
but now the opening will be delayed 
for several more months. 

The hopes for ‘Texas to have one 
of the longest fishing piers in the 
world may be gone. The old Lavaca 
Bay causeway, which was to be made 
into a fishing pier, was wiped out, 
probably beyond repair. Only a few 
small sections were left standing, ‘The 
old bascule drawbridge in the middle 
was also torn out and swept away. 

As early as Saturday the three fer- 
ries operating between Port Bolivar 
and Galveston were stowed away 
safely in Houston. ‘Tuesday the fer- 
ries made their way back down the 
Houston ship channel in rough waters 
to headquarters on Galveston Island. 
There was no damage to the bridge 
structure at Galveston, only some ero- 
sion of the earth around the piling 
and shore. Across the bay at Port 
Bolivar, approaches to the bridge were 
washed out and most of S. H. 87 lead- 
ing into the landing was under 
water. 

In Jefferson and Chambers counties 
repairs on State Highway 87 between 
Sabine Pass and the Galveston County 
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Highway maintenance crews went to work 
early Tuesday. Here men push what is left of 
a corrugated iron barn off of S. H. 238 in 


downtown Port Lavaca. 


line, a distance of 32 miles, will cost 
an estimated $400,000. S. H. 87 was 
one of the first roads to be covered 
by the rising waters, going under as 
early as Saturday—two days before 
Carla hit the Texas coast. 

In Nueces County six miles of S. H. 
361 between Aransas Pass and Port 
Aransas will also cost approximately 
$400,000 to repair. 

The Highway Commission author- 
ized a hurricane-repair emergency 
program of $3 million one week after 
the storm struck. ‘The Commission 
also acted to put some $1.2 million 
into the State Maintenance Contin- 
gent Fund—depleted by the need for 
immediate funds to fight Carla—to 
bring it back up to full strength. The 
Contingent Fund is used by the High- 
way Department in times of natural 
disaster and similar emergency condi- 
tions, and is kept ready in prepara- 
tion for any future emergency. 


Carla is gone, and the work goes on 
to repair and erase the scars she left. 
In the personal terms of the men of 
the Highway Department, Carla was 
a rugged test of professional skill and 
of the human spirit. But it was a test 
met head-on, determination overrid- 


ing reluctance, with a confidence built 
up over long years. 


To the men of the ‘Texas Highway 
Department, Carla was not the first 
severe test their team has survived, 
nor will it be the last. 

Carla came and, briefly, conquered, 
but she quickly passed. 


And the roads are open. 


First Estimates of Damage 


District 16 $ 434,500 
District 20 642,450 
District 13 1,226,060 
District 12 638,000 


District 21 5,060 


$2,945,950 
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Guard posts, large, 
heavy, and cumber- 
some, have very little 
for a man to hold on 
to when they are be- 
ing raised or lowered 
into a hole, and are 
among the most dil- 
ficult items our sign men have to handle. 


Bowie County Sign Man Steve Daniels solved this “Case of the 
Missing Handles” by devising the tool he demonstrates in these 


pictures. He uses a small post for demonstration, but the 
tool works just as well, with no damage to the post, on the 


largest posts we receive. 


We believe here in District 19 that this tool not only saves 
the man, but gives us a better job of post setting, since it sim- 
plifies handling. 


The tong-like tool was constructed by Daniels from one- 
fourth-inch by three-fourths-inch strap and a_ broken shovel 
handle—both salvaged from the scrap pile—at an estimated 
cost of $3. 
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Daniels uses his invention on a 
small post. 


He lowers the post into the hole, 
loosens the holder, and slips it off. 
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fected, particularly in the call-up of 
49th Division of the Texas Na 
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The AGHOAC! emergency stemming fron 
the Berlin crisis has resulted in the reac- 
tivation of many reserve and National — 
Guard units. Numerous employees of 
Texas Highway Department have ) 


al Gus 
Some Districts are ee key 7 


Active duty. 

“We were shocked because we thought 
someone else would go first.” 

“I thought to myself, “Well it looks like 
your luck finally ran out’.” 

“When I joined I knew I might be called. 
Of course, I’d rather be out of the service 
during peace time, but if my going will help 
the situation, then it’s all right with me.” 
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These were a few of the comments made 
by the men of the U. S. Army National 
Guard’s 1104th Transportation Company at 
Carrizo Springs when the unit was notified 
recently that it would go on active duty Oc- 
tober 1. Members of the company had re- 
laxed their vigil when the 136th ‘Transporta- 
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es tion Company at Austin had been alerted, 

oa \ then suddenly word came that the 1104th was 
ia ef, being activated. 

7 ; The little South Texas town (home of 


Herbert C. Petry Jr., Chairman of the Texas 
Highway Commission) has lost almost 80 
of its citizens. Nearly every business in town 
has lost at least one man. Hardest hit of any 


L. E. Youngblood, Resident Engineer at Cotulla, District 15, (center) 
talks with contractors about the latest proposed project in La Salle 
County. Youngblood was working hard in an effort to “square things 
away" before reporting to active duty as executive officer with the 
1104th Transportation Company. 


single organization was the ‘Texas 
Highway Department where five men 
from the Carrizo Springs office were 
lost, along with the resident engi- 
neer from Cotulla. Men from the 
Carrizo Springs resident engineer’s 
office are Frank Ayres, Senior Design- 
ing Engineer; William G. Orr Jr., 
Draftsman; Howard Moore and J]. D. 
Moffett, both Rodmen. Stanley J. 
Nuckles, Skilled Laborer who was 
section bookkeeper for the mainte- 
nance foreman, was put on active 
duty September 1. And 43 miles 
away at Cotulla, Resident Engineer 
Louis E. Youngblood was lost to the 
Department. 

Activation of this unit means hard- 
ships on these men, their families, and 
their town of Carrizo Springs. Be- 
sides being separated from their 
wives and families for months, these 
Highway Department employees will 
have to take a sharp reduction in pay 
while serving Uncle Sam. But al- 
though it means lower salaries and 
separations, the men were ready and 
willing to go if it meant the safety 
of the nation. 

A guarantee of their jobs with the 


Highway Department offers comfort 
to these men who are making finan- 
cial and personal sacrifices for their 
country. The Texas Highway Com- 
mission has brought up to date its 
minute order regarding leaves of ab- 
sence. The new minute not only con- 
tinues the guarantee of re-employ- 
ment for highway personnel called 
into the service, but also allows those 
with military obligations to volunteer 
and still be eligible for re-employ- 
ment. This applies to hourly em- 
ployees as well. 

The 1104th Transportation Com- 
pany is a supply and maintenance 
company in support of army aircraft, 
which includes small helicopters and 
fixed-wing planes. The company re- 
ports to Fort Riley, Kansas, for train- 
ing or assignment by the middle of 
October. Frank Ayres thinks the com- 
pany will be gone for at least a year 
but at time of publication there had 
been no official order or indication 


Youngblood [seated] shows a sub- 
contractor plans for a new project 
in La Salle County—just one of the 
projects Youngblood is trying to 
finish. 


of the length of time the men will 
be in. 

Most of the men called up accept 
the call with the attitude that “‘it’s 
the breaks of the game.” Frank Ayres, 
a quiet, soft-spoken man in his early 
thirties, expressed the feelings of most 
of them: “When I joined I knew I 
might be called. Of course, I’d rather 
be out of the service during peace 
time, but if my going will help the 
situation, then it’s all right with me.” 
Many of the men were surprised their 
unit was called first. Sergeant Jim 
Knuckles, motor sergeant, was mildly 
annoyed. He has only been out of the 
army two years and he said, “Let some 
of those who haven’t been in yet go 
fESi, 

Draftsman Bill Orr, oldest of the 
group and a veteran of World War II, 
said he was ready to go because it 
looked as if he were needed. He said 
his wife was a “little disturbed” at 
the call-up because they had made 
extensive plans for the coming year. 

Orr has a wife and five children 
who plan to join him as soon as the 
company has been assigned a base for 
its training period. Orr said it would 
be hardest on the three children who 
are in school right now. He also has 
another problem—a small farm where 
he runs a few head of cattle and raises 
some grain. A week before he was 
called to active duty Bill bought five 
calves, and had to hurry the job of 
building a new fence before he left so 
he can run cattle when he gets back. 

Ayres is a first lieutenant in the 


company and leader of the storage 
platoon. Orr is the supply sergeant. 

Ayres and his wife had the problem 
of what to do with their house when 
she joins him. It took them a while, 


es 


Here Ayres, Senior Designing Engineer (left), 
and Orr go over the right of way map and 
deeds for a farm-to-market road project in 
Zavala County. Ayres is leader of the stor- 
age platoon and Orr is supply sergeant. 


but now they have someone to rent 
if 

About the call, Mrs. Ayres said 
the whole town was shocked because 


no one had expected it, but most peo- 
ple had taken it in stride and gone 
about the task of settling their civili- 
an affairs before leaving. 

Mrs. Ayres doesn’t like the idea of 


being separated from her husband for 
a few months, but said, “We are will- 
ing to make the sacrifice for the coun- 
try. Right now the world situation is 
what is important and if this is what 
it takes, then we are ready.” 

Frank and his wife will be missed 
at the First Methodist Church too, 
where he serves as church school su- 
perintendent and she is choir director. 
Mrs. Ayres is also active in Eastern 
Star and sings for weddings and other 
functions in the town. The Ayreses 
have two daughters, five and three. 

This will be Ayres’s third hitch in 
the army. He enlisted in January, 
1946, stayed eleven months and was 
discharged. He was drafted in May, 


Supply Sergeant Bill Orr checks 
supplies as the 1104th Transporta- 
tion Company prepares to go on 
active duty October 1. Orr is a 
Draftsman in the Carrizo Springs 
resident engineer's office. 


STANDARDIZA 


CLASSIFICAT! 


STOCK 


Ayres packs the training aids used in train- 
ing members of the storage platoon of the. 
1104th Transportation Company. Nearly all 
the gear used in the armory will be stored 
until the company comes back. 


1950, and sent to England to help 
lengthen runways for the Air Force’s 
giant B-36’s. He has been in the Na- 
tional Guard now for four years. 

Bill’ Orr is.-a- veteran of thembee 
cific theater and was wounded in ac- 
tion on Luzon in the Philippines with 
the Sixth Infantry Division. He spent 
60 days in the hospital and then was 
sent back to the front lines because 
“there wasn’t enough room in the 
hospital for me.” He still draws par- 
tial disability for the wounds. Bull 
contracted malaria while in the South 
Pacific but didnt suffer his “frsteae 
tack until he had enrolled at ‘Vexas 
A & M College after the war. This 
forced him to withdraw from school 
and he never got to finish. Although 
malaria is a recurring disease, Orr 
said he hasn’t had an attack since a 
year and a half after the war. 

Sergeant Jim Nuckles was one of 
the few men called to duty on Sep- 
tember 1 so he could get all the per- 


sonnel records in order and requlsi- 
tion equipment and supplies for the 
company. Nuckles has been with the 
Department almost two years and 
says he is not looking forward to 
serving what most of them think will 
be at least a year. Jim said he was 
shocked when he received the news 
because he thought some other com- 
pany would be called first. 

One man did not go with the com- 
pany when it left. Howard Moore, 
22-year-old Rodman, injured a knee 
cartilage during summer camp at Fort 
Hood and had to undergo surgery at 
Brooke General Hospital in San An- 
tonio. He will join the company at 
their training site as soon as his leg 
heals. 

Another Rodman, J. D. Moffett, has 
been with the Department about two 
years and did not look forward to the 
call-up. Moffett and his wife were 
planning to build a house and _al- 
ready had the plans drawn. Moffett 
said he is glad he hadn’t financed it. 
Now he will wait until he comes back 
to start building, which will mean 
more room for the new addition to 
the family too. The Moffetts have two 
children and are expecting another. 

They have a 220-acre farm near 
Carrizo Springs where they raise cat- 
tle and hogs. J. D. said he intended to 
sell most of the stock and leave the 
rest with his father. Before he left he 
planted oats for the livestock this win- 
ter. Moffett said this new stint of duty 
will also hurt him financially. He has 
already served two years with the 
Army, eleven months of it in Ger- 


RE SE en Rep as oa 


Nuckles, former section bookkeeper for the maintenance foreman at 
Carrizo Springs, was called to active duty one month before the rest of 
the company in order to get the personnel records brought up to date 
and to requisition equipment and supplies for the company. 


many, and was discharged in August 
1957. 

Over at Cotulla, Resident Engineer 
Louis E. 
shocked at the suddenness of his new 


Youngblood was also 


assignment. His wife has been rather 
“blue” since word came, Youngblood 
said. The Youngbloods planned to 
store their furniture so Mrs. Young- 
blood and their three children can 
join Louis later. The new assignment 
means a drastic loss in salary for the 
family, 


Youngblood figures his “luck finally 
ran out.” He received word of the call 
when he was on vacation and had 
stopped by the Highway Department 
ofhce in Kerrville to talk with the 
men there. One of them had heard 
on the radio that a transportation 
company had been called up but it 
was at Carrizo Springs and he told 
Louis he didn’t have to worry. But 
it did affect Louis because he is exec- 
utive officer of the company. 

The men of the 1104th have em- 
barked on an indefinite tour of active 
duty. It is possible that more may 
have to go. But if they are gone, they 
at least are not forgotten. 


They will be back. 


Lieutenant Frank Ayres (left), Sgt. 
Jim Nuckles, (center), and T/Sgft. 
Bill Orr discuss the hand of fate 
that called up their company for 
active duty. Ayres and Orr accept 
the call-up as part of "the breaks" 
while Nuckles expressed mild an- 
noyance at being called back after 
being out of the Army for only two 
years. 
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This overhead truss 

bridge across the Lavaca 
River in Hallettsville 
remained open to traffic 
during widening operations. 


Bridge Widening 


irl E. Larrimore Jr., Senior Resident Engineer 
District 13 


The job of widening an overhead truss 
bridge from nineteen-foot to 44-foot road- 
way width—with the bridge remaining open 
to traffic during the project—was completed 
successfully in Hallettsville recently. 

The bridge spans the Lavaca River in 
Hallettsville, on the route of U. S. 77, 77A, 
and 90A. This river crossing is the only one 
in town and carries in excess of five thousand 
vehicles per day. 

Normally, when an overhead truss is to be 
widened, a detour bridge is constructed or 
traffic is rerouted, but on this particular proj- 
ect neither of these possibilities was feasible. 


The existing bridge consisted of a U-type 
abutment on each end of the bridge with 
three concrete girder approach spans on one 
end and two concrete girder approach spans 
on the other end. The main span in the cen- 
ter consisted of a hundred-foot steel overhead 
truss. 

The U-type abutments and approach spans 
on each end of the main span were widened 
twelve feet, six inches, plus a five-foot, four- 
inch sidewalk on each side with concrete 
girder spans. ‘The U-type abutment spans 
were approximately 21 feet long. The bents 
which carried these slabs were also widened 


The U-type abutment was widened with a cap and column. 


by extending the caps onto founda- 
tion piling and columns. The piers 
which carried the main span were 
widened by adding an eighteen-inch 
webwall outside the main pier that 


transitions from the existing footing 


to the necessary width at the top. 


After approach spans were widened 
on both sides and both ends, the 
sidewalks outside the overhead truss 
were removed and the two outside 
plate girders were placed on each side 
of the truss. The concrete slab was 
poured on the girders and, by leaving 
an offset in the sidewalk, a width was 
obtained that would allow one lane 
of traffic outside the overhead truss 
on each side. A temporary railing was 
erected adjacent to the truss to guide 
trafic and prevent its hitting the 
truss. This railing also prevented 
trafic from falling into the hole left 


when the overhead truss was re- 


moved. This same railing was_previ- 
ously used in protecting the widened 
portion of the approach slabs. 

After trafic had been routed on the 
outside lanes, the truss was removed 
—first the floor, floor beams and 
stringers, and the top cross members. 
Next, the ends of the outside panels 
were cut loose from the shoes and the 
panels lowered to the bottom of the 
river and cut up. 

The three middle plate girders were 
placed, and forms set for the remain- 
ing concrete. Traffic on the outside 
lanes produced some vibration in the 


A temporary railing protects traf- 
fic from the hole left by the remov- 
al of the truss. Note transition 
walls used to widen the main piers. 


middle section, so the middle section 
was made in two pours while traffic 
was routed on the opposite side from 
the pour. ‘This necessitated one-way 


aS ae NR 
All approach slabs have been wid- 
ened in this picture of the old truss. 


Temporary railing and curb offset 
can be noted. 


Sz ~ ‘The old truss is stripped, and one 
panel at a time is lowered to the 
bed of the river. 


Traffic detours around hole left by : | 
truss removal, guided by tempo- 
rary railing and utilizing the offset | 
in the curb. . 


Traffic is gently guided into and out of the outside lanes. 
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The completed structure provides 
four lanes of traffic with sidewalks 
on each side. 


trafic controlled by flagmen, and re- 
duced speed. 


So that the final section could as- 
sume its set when traffic had de- 
creased, a retarding agent was used. 
Concrete was placed late in the after- 
noon and the time of set retarded for 
approximately three hours. One-way 
traffic was maintained until the con- 
crete had attained its designed 
strength. This required using one-way 
traffic all night on three separate 
nights. 

This method of bridge widening 
was designed by the Bridge Division, 
working in conjunction with the. res- 
ident engineer and district engineer 


The widened bridge—viewed from beneath—displays its new lines. 


in Yoakum. The method was satisfac- 
tory and traffic was inconvenienced 
very little, with the bridge never 
closed to traffic for more than a few 
minutes, Contractor for the job was 
R. B. Butler, Inc. 

Removal of the old truss improved 


the appearance of Hallettsville and 
removed a hazard that had been the 
cause of numerous accidents involv- 
ing trucks and the old truss. The new 
bridge removes all restrictions on size 
of load, and also improves the sight 
distance. 
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A LIFE SAVER 


Houston Post, via its news service 
from Huntsville—''The second portion 
of Walker County's 34 miles of Inter- 
state Highway 45 will be open to traffic 
Friday, C. B. Thames of Bryan, district 
engineer for the State Highway Depart- 
ment, said. 

‘Besides speeding up traffic, this 
new road will save many lives due to 
its many safety features,’ County Judge 
Amos Gates said. 

"We are getting more tourist busi- 
ness because of improved highway fa- 
cilities and the new route is also open- 
ing up virgin territory in the county for 
real estate development,’ he | Gates! 
said." 


A GREAT PATH 


Kilgore News Herald, on a new High- 
way 3l—''Motorists traveling between 
Kilgore and Tyler will notice a great 
cleared path cutting across the wooded 
hills parallel to the highway, which in- 
tersects the present Highway 31 at 
several points. 

"This is the foundation for a new 
highway between the two cities. The 
new highway. will eliminate curves and 
hills on the existing highway as well as 
furnish greater width for easier and 
safer driving. 

"District Highway Engineer W. W. 
Potter at Tyler estimates the new road 
will be in use by May of next year.’ 


SEAL OF APPROVAL 


Standard Times (San Angelo}, in a 
news item—''The Texas Highway De- 
partment has put its seal of approval 
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on butane gas-burning warning flares 
for use on highway construction proj- 
ects. 
“Harding [State Representative For- 
rest A., of San Angelo] said several citi- 
him asking him 
. would be danger- 


zens had contacted 
whether the flares . . 
ous if struck by a passing auto. 


"The highway department said the 
flares meet all their requirements, are 
used in 28 states besides Texas, and 
have even been shot at by high-pow- 
ered rifles with no resultant explosion.” 


TWO DOWN 


Breckenridge American, pointing out 
that—''The second phase of contract 
work toward Hubbard Creek Lake 
opened here yesterday—that of chang- 
ing Highway 180 west—and after the 
letting of contract for clearing the 
basin of brush later this month a third 
phase will open. 

", . . The change in the highway will 
be to modernize 7.3 miles of it from 
the western edge of Breckenridge to 
about 3 miles beyond the Shackelford 
county line. 

"This work will entail raising the 
bridges over Big Sandy and Hubbard 
Creeks." 


THE SPEED-UP 


Corpus Christi Times, informing read- 
ers— ‘A speed-up is expected in con- 
struction of a temporary road in Nueces 
Bay being built to accommodate con- 
struction of a new causeway across the 
bay. 

"Material is being dredged from the 
bay and [Senior Resident Engineer M. 
G.| Yoes said about |,000 feet of road- 


way must be built so it can dry and set- 
tle before use. 

“ ‘After that they can build just 
enough to stay ahead of construction,’ 
Yoes said. 


“Spoil material dredged up for the 
road must be returned to the bottom of 
the bay when the causeway is com- 
pleted. Yoes said if necessary signs will 
be erected to warn fishermen and others 
in the area that deeper water is result- 
ing from the digging of road material.” 


WHERE DID THE BUGS GO? 


Dallas Morning News, featuring a 
“Weather Vane" column—''Once the 
village of Bug Tussle in Fannin County 
had a distinctive highway marker de- 
picting two giant tumblebugs holding 
up a sphere, but it reportedly has dis- 
appeared. A. F. Mitchell, the former 
highway commissioner from Corsicana, 
wants it restored and has conferred with 
State Engineer D. C. Greer. 


“He took it under advisement but it's 
unlikely the highway department would 
do more than give Bug Tussle the cus- 
tomary standard highway sign for a vil- 
lage." 


A SENSIBLE SOLUTION 


Marshall News-Messenger, in editorial! 
commendation of Departmental approv- 
al for rerouting Farm-to-Market 1997— 
“With improvements already in the 
making for North Grove, it is a sensible 
solution to a highway problem through 
which both the city and the state will 
gain. It's a fine example of the City 
Commission and the Highway Depart- 
ment working together for mutual bene- 


fit.” 


END OF AN ERA 


The Steering Wheel, discoursing on 
replacement of the mules formerly used 
on the Turnpike—''Of the almost 24,000 
motorists who daily drive on the | Dallas- 
Fort Worth] turnpike, some undoubted- 
ly have seen or read of the mules who 
manicured the slopes in past years, and 
nostalgically they will mourn the passing 
of an era. 

"Not so the maintenance men who 
must keep the scenic turnpike route 
trim and neat every day." 


THE FIRST STRETCH 

San Antonio Express, in its "In Our 
Town''—"'The first stretch of San An- 
tonio's outer loop—extending 8.6 miles 
from |. H. 10 (Fredericksburg Rd.) to 
U. S. 281 (San Pedro|—will be opened 
to traffic with a ribbon-cutting cere- 
mony at 10 a.m. Thursday. 

"District Highway Engineer R. O. 
Lytton will snip the ribbon opening the 


um 


two-lane section... 


A PREVENTIVE PROGRAM 


Texas Contractor, in an editorial by 
William B. Morrison on safety—'". . . 
primary highway improvement is mainly 
responsible for a steadily declining mo- 
tor vehicle death rate in Texas. 

"As Callan Graham of the Texas 
Good Roads Association put it so clear- 
ly: 
"''The one best and surest preventive 
is to support and sustain a highway 
improvement and maintenance program 
capable of providing sate, adequate 
highway facilities commensurate with 
traffic density. Literally, it would be 


tragic if Texas should fail in this.’ " 


A TAXING TAX 


Athen Weekly Review, from its Aus- 
tin Bureau—''An unpredicted result of 
the new sales tax law came to light to- 
day. It will cost the state $2,000,000 
a year. 

"The biggest single payer of the 
state's sales tax will be the state's own 
highway department. 


". . contractors . . . must pay the 
sales tax on the materials they use, other 


than concrete, which is exempt, and 


then add the tax to the bids they make 
to get the state contracts. 

“But another quirk means that the 
State Highway Department will come 
out ahead . . . The constitution provides 
that if a tax is ever levied on lubricating 
oil used in motor vehicles, the pro- 
ceeds of the tax shall go to the highway 
fund. 

"One fairly educated guess is that 
this will bring in $4,000,000 a year." 


BUSTLING FARM ROAD 


Wichita Falls Times, on the away- 
from-town movement—''Farm Market 
Road 369 is becoming a bustling busi- 
ness area with buildings of three com- 
mercial enterprises and the Texas High- 
way Department layout now in various 
stages of construction. 

“Once a seldom used farm road, it 
has lately become one of Wichita Falls’ 
most bustling avenues.” 


A POTENTIAL PARALLEL 


The Itasca Item, reprinting a letter 
from Mayor Wallace Stutflebeme to the 
Department regarding location of Inter- 
state Highway 35W and _ requesting 
parallel service roads—'’. . . The City 
of Itasca is located in the very heart 
of the blackland area of Hill County. 
We have an unusually heavy movement 
of farm products throughout a big part 
of the year and it could develop that 
the use of these service roads would be 
of extreme importance to our traftic 
problem here during this time.” 


KEY CONNECTION 


Sweetwater Reporter, disclosing—''A 
new $98,304 highway contract was com- 
pleted last week and officially accepted 
Friday by district Highway Engineer J. 
C. Roberts on the six-mile road from 
Champion eastward to FM Road 608 
south from Roscoe. 

The new FM road is FM 2319 be- 
tween FM 1230 from Interstate 20 south 
to Champion and FM 608, south of 
Hylton School. 

"The road is a key connection in the 
economy of this territory and has long 
been sought by the area . . . a real 
asset to the territory served." 


HIGHWAY SANITY 


Victoria Advocate, editorializing on 
trafic rules—''At least two signs of in- 
creasing sanity on Texas highways have 
shown up lately. 

"The maximum speed limit on the 
Fort Worth-Dallas Turnpike, for exam- 
ple, has been increased to 70 miles per 
hour. This is a realistic super-highway 
speed for today's powerful, well-braked 
automobiles, and especially suitable for 
a multilaned highway on which there is 
room for slower-moving vehicles. 

“Secondly, the State Highway De- 
partment reports that the average mo- 
torist's highway speed has dropped to 
55.3 miles per hour, as compared to 


55.9 in 1960 and 56.2 in 1959." 


NOT FOR THE COLOR BLIND 


Bowie County News, giving pause to 
suggestions for multicolored highways 
—'This would be a big step forward... 
We see only a couple of drawbacks. If 
a person who detested blue were forced 
to follow a blue road he'd reach his 
destination in a blue funk. And the 
color-blind driver would be even worse 


off 


NOT MUCH 


Austin American, announcing— The 
opening of U. S. 81 freeway between 
Buda and Kyle leaves only nine miles of 
the expressway between Austin and San 
Antonio uncompleted, Ed Bluestein, dis- 
trict highway engineer, said Friday. 

“Still to be completed is 5!/> miles 
from Kyle to near San Marcos . . . and 
3!/ miles through San Marcos.” 


UP TO DATE 


Kilgore News Herald, calling atten- 
tion to—''A constant program to keep 
state, federal and farm-to-market high- 
ways up to date marks highway work in 
Rusk County. 

"With enlargements of main high- 
ways recently completed and a con- 
tinual expansion of FM's going on, Resi- 
dent Engineer Robert Davis at Hender- 
son lists nearly $2,000,000 in projects 
programmed in the near future. 

".. . the changes will benefit business 
and industry." 
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Willie Gonzales, Semi-Skilled Laborer, rolls completed hot- 
mix, cold-laid asphaltic concrete patch with vibrating roller 
on Interstate Loop 410 west of San Antonio. 


For transporting from job fo job, the roller is 
attached to the rear of a dump truck by two 
carrying hooks. 


VIBRATING ROLLERS 


Charles W. Strayhorn and Walter B. Collier 


Vibrating rollers have become < 
standard item on the equipment list 


~ 


of roadway contractors in the past 
few years. Since satisfactory results 
are constantly being obtained with 
these rollers, District 15 purchased 
two sizes of vibrating rollers for 
maintenance work. A 54-inch width 
by 30-inch diameter tractor-drawn 
unit was purchased for use on special 
jobs requiring a large amount of roll- 
ing. A 28-inch width by 2214-inch 
diameter self-propelled, hand-guided 
unit was purchased primarily for use 
with patching operations. 
Maintenance crews have found that 
the vibrating roller can be moved 
easily from the warehouse to any sec- 


Assistant District Maintenance Engineers 


District 15 


tion of road requiring repairs, and it 
does a very satisfactory job of com- 
paction. As shown in the photographs, 
the vibrating roller can be attached 
to the tail gate of a truck, eliminating 
the use of a trailer. This roller is car- 
ried from patch area to patch area 
with a minimum loss of time spent 
loading and unloading as compared 
to the time required for loading and 
unloading the flat-wheel roller. Safety 
has also been increased with the use 
of this roller. On some sections, re- 
pair crews were using rear dual 
wheels of trucks to compact the as- 
phaltic material by driving back and 
forth over the repaired area. ‘This 
method was not satisfactory, since 


Aurelio Cantu, Common Laborer, 
walks alongside Gonzales as he 
rolis the completed concrete patch 
on Interstate Loop 410. 


~“ 


Lorenzo Hernandez, Semi-Skilied 
Laborer, and Gonzales level a 
patch prior to rolling operations. 


Same operation, after leveling. 


very little compaction was obtained 
and it wasn’t in the best interests of 
safety for the trucks to be used in this 
manner under traffic. 

M. D. L. Jordan, Senior Mainte- 
nance Foreman in one of the urban 
maintenance sections of San Antonio, 
has been using the small vibrating 
roller for repair work. Where patches 
are placed in two-inch-depth incre- 
ments or less, he has found that good 
compaction results are obtained and 


Cantu and Gonzales pause for a 
look at the vibrating roller as they 
work on Interstate Loop 410. 


that this roller is more versatile than 
the larger ten-ton roller. 

Another District 15 Senior Main- 
tenance Foreman, C. G. Wood of 
Kerrville, reports that on a special 
widening job it was not practical to 
place the base in layers, therefore, 
only one course of placement was 
made. ‘This particular base had a plas- 
ticity index of around five with ap- 
proximately 90 per cent of the ma- 


terial retained on the 40-mesh sieve. 
Normally, an admix material is re- 
quired with this type of base to obtain 
a smooth-finished surface. The vibra- 
ting roller was used on this job. The 
desired density was obtained and sufh- 
cient fines were brought to the top to 
permit a smooth-finished surface with- 
out any admix material being re- 
quired. Wood also used this roller on 
the subgrade with satisfactory results. 


widening project, State Highway 39 in Kerr County, with a vibrat- 
ing roller pulled with a farm-type tractor. 
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SAFETY 
DEVICES 


John L. Wilder, District Maintenance Engineer 
District 14 


District 14 personnel, with the thought of safety of high- 
way personnel and the traveling public in mind, has experi- 
mented with different types of lighting equipment. 

On numerous occasions, our headquarters personnel, resi- 
dent engineers, construction superintendents, and mainte- 
nance foremen are forced to park inconveniently along the 
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highway when inspecting construction and maintenance 
Jack B. Weeaks, Llano County Sec- work. There are also times when an individual, traveling 
tion, holds light and flag used dur- alone, finds it necessary to measure the roadway width of a 


ing night operations. culvert, inspect a section of pavement, check under a bridge, 


or perform other work requiring him to be on the pavement 
for a short time. 


Realizing that a vehicle parked near the pavement edge 
creates a hazard, we have equipped each supervisor’s sedan 
or station wagon with a warning system for approaching 
traffic. A separate switch is installed in each car, which causes 
all four directional lights to operate simultaneously when the 
switch is engaged. Lights flashing in this manner serve not 
only as a warning for approaching traffic but as protection for 
the parked vehicle and the individual himself. A kit com- 
plete with parts and wiring instructions can be obtained 
from any automotive supply company. Installation is simple, 
and cost of materials and labor for this directional-warning 
system is approximately $5 per vehicle. 

We have also equipped several trucks in each maintenance 
section with the same lighting system as that used on our 
passenger cars. In addition, we have added an eight-inch- 
diameter, two-way light with an amber lens and a self-con- 
tained flasher. This flasher is mounted on the left side of 
the headache rack by means of a three-eighths-inch bolt and 
wing nut. The flasher plugs into a cigarette lighter socket 
which is placed in an upside-down position (to prevent fill- 
ing with dirt and water) near the left front of the dump body. 


The light was originally bought to strap on the cab of a 
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White sealed-beam ligh with red blinker 
attachment serves as an excellent warning 


T his eight-inch diameter, two-way I ght with an am- 
ber lens and self-contained flasher is easily installed 


by means of a bolt and wing nut. Senior Maintenance Foreman Neil Gibbs, 


Llano County Section, measures the roadway 
width of a culvert. All four directional lights 
flash simultaneously, serving as a warning 
cepreacniag vehicles. 
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truck and plug into the cigarette lighter; how-_ 
ever, when the bed was in a raised position the 
light was not visible from the rear. With the 
light and plug in the new location, it is visible 
at all times regardless of the position of the 
dump body. The light is easily removed and can 
be kept at the warehouse when not in use. A 
truck can be equipped with the four flashin; 
directional lights and the two-way flasher for 
around $24. 
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During nighttime operations such ; as sanding 
bridges, we also use a flagman equipped with a_ 
combination white sealed-beam light and red 
blinker attachment. 


FOS REE DER I AOS IO 


These simple safety precautions, used i in con-_ 
junction with our regular safety devices, we 
believe, aid ‘materially in warning approaching 
traffic and also afford our own personnel and 
equipment a greater measure of protection! | 


rette lighter mounted n the 
can be easily removed sae n 
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This amber light, installed on the headache rack, is clearly visible in both 
directions regardless of dump-body position. ‘ 


OVER THE HIGHWAYS 


The Sun Has Riz, 
The Sun Has Set, 
And Here We Is, 
In Texas Yer, «. 


Comments... from the Traveling Public 


e 1 don't) know really who I! 
hould address this letter to, but on 
ecent yacation I had the « occasion 


2 apne the 
% Highway Commission for. sc some 

f the best highways I was on dure 
a4,500-mile drive. 2" You: have 
some wonderful highways and I en- 
joyed driving over them. Your free- 
ways and super highways, especially 
wherein they circle most of the larger 
cities su¢h,.as Dallas, Waco, Austin 
.. . were fine and we enjoyed them 
very much. I just felt compelled to 
let you know that I think you have 
wonderful highway system and who- 
ever is at the head of it is doing a 
real fine job. 

EG. Beck 

Kansas City, Missouri 


®@ Recently my family and I left 
our home in Houston and drove to 
Big Bend National Park by way of 
San Antonio and returned by way 
of Alpine, Fort Davis, and Austin 


and write you. 


were so proud of them. Thanks for 
~ the wonderful job you are doing. 
| Mrs. B. Carroll “Ther 
Houston, Texas 


and I feel 1 should take a minute 


We stopped many times at roadside | 
sparks to test and have lunch and: 


high water in a dip across the road. 
The Highway Department truck 
was there to tow us across, prevent- 


_ing a crippling delay in our plans. 

They were helpful and courteous 
and we wish to commend the Texas 
. mr ay _ Department and its person- - 


Rober os “shumard 
d nlc LILA gs Johns, M.D. 
San Antonio, exas 


ee 


® Your District 14 Resident Engi- 
neers Frank Faris and Ed Balser 
merit high commendations for their 
unusual assistance which recently en- 
abled me to keep a surgical appoint- 
ment in Dallas. 

‘While awaiting a requested service 
car because of a flat tire and defective 


Jack, | ‘Mr. Faris stopped and volun- 
tered assistance. Just as 1 


+ 


and likewise v sntecred. 


friends i your De eice and 


yersonnel. 
I Don A. Hart 
Austin, leéxas: 


® On September 25: at. thé 
trance to Tennyson Park in Dallas” 


e found his — 
was not suitable Mr. Balser 


was a motorist in distress. I ot a 


flat tire and my spare was flat. I re- 
if 


ceived very courteous assistance coe 
one of your men on a truck painting 
center stripes on the highway. ‘Lhey 
"were unable to work at the tuume of 
im dilemma becaus 
which. ‘Dlocked~ the-road ahead of 
them. Through the kind assistance 


of one of your mén I was quickly.on 


the road again. When I asked wheth- 
I could pay him for his trouble 


“Weswagplied, “My serviceéseare just a 


courtesy Of the Texas Highway De- 
partment. [’m glad Pecould ue of 
assistance to you. nays 

Tlis. type attitude is very rare to- 
day. I was very impressed with this 
mans courtesy and also his moral 
and esteem for the Texas Highway 
Department. You are to be congratu- 
lated for having developed an organi- 
zation which is capable of having 
produced this type attitude. 

David Shirey 

Greenville, Texas 


@ I have just returned from: va- 


ae L Cus like to col ent on. how 


esate feet 


"a “traflic jam_— 


cation thr ‘ough the southern states. 


Eerie 


SE 


“le aud “from Our Readers 


District Engineer Oscar Crain, Lub- 
bock, writes: “In the November 1960 
issue of TEXAS HIGHWAYS we ran 
a picture of Eugene Munselle, Senior 
Maintenance Foreman at ‘Tahoka, 
and his Roadside Park Map Dispen- 
ser. This spring we equipped every 
roadside park in District 5 with one 
or more of the ‘bird-house’ dispensers, 
and the results, we feel, are very good 
So fares 


Crain enclosed a card which had 
been left in one of the dispensers 
which said, “Thank you kindly for 
the map—for the wonderful high- 
ways, roadside parks, and ‘Texan's 
courtesy. Have been to 49 states, Mex- 
ico four times, Canada once, so I be- 
lieve I speak with some authority on 
the subject.” The card was signed, 
“A ‘Fourist from Ohio.” 


The problems involved in highway 
work are numerous. District Engineer 


Archie Sherrod received the follow- 
ing memorandum some time ago 
from W. A. Davis: “Subject: Equip- 
ment No. 119—1957 Chevrolet 2 Door 
Sedan. 


“This afternoon during a good 
West Texas sandstorm I went to Ker- 
mit*tonseesMr: |.9 CG.) Hill etherGity 
Manager. I properly parked the above 
car in front of City Hall. About five 
minutes after I got there, an extra 
strong gust of wind blew the pipe flag 
pole over, hitting the top of the car 
making a _ transverse crease about 
eight inches deep, and springing the 
right door out of shape. 


“Since I had never been hit by a 
city flag pole before, I wondered what 
procedure to follow. Do we expect 
the City of Kermit to pay for the 
repair? 

“For your information the car has 
about 53,000 miles and is otherwise 
in fine shape. Please advise.”’ 


"FEZBY FORGOT TO PULL HIS SIGN AcaIN !# 


28 


About Our Pictures... 


The littered highway on _ this 
month’s cover offers cluttered  evi- 
dence of the messy young lady named 
Carla who created havoc in Texas 
highways housekeeping with her stay 
of a few hours. Pictured is Interstate 
45 south of the new Galveston Cause- 
way. Highway workers surveyed the 
job to be done, then dug in. 


The story of Carla was a story of 
men—maintenance men, engineers, 
employees of the Highway Depart- 
ment. These men, by their teamwork 
and deep sense of responsibility got 
the job done in record time. No one 
face can represent this group, but we 
thought that the gentleman pictured 
inside the back cover mirrored the 
determination to open our highways 
that all employees felt. Our reporter 
did not get his name, but he was 
hard at work on the Lavaca Bay 
Causeway. 
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Texas Highways 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS, official journal 
of the Texas Highway Department, is 
published in the interest of highway 
development in Texas and for depart- 
mental education in the improvement 
of construction, maintenance, and op- 
eration. 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS is available to 
the general public on a subscription ba- 
sis at $3.50 annually, or it can be pur- 
chased for 35 cents a copy. Subscrip- 
tions, inquiries, material, or manuscripts 
should be directed to the Editorial Of- 
fice, Travel and Information Division, 
Texas Highway Department, Austin 14, 
Texas. 


